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Synopsis

The diaries of August GAfllerich, secretary and student of Franz Liszt, provide a first-hand account
of the Mastera ™s approach to piano teaching, his preferences and prejudices both musical and
social, and his way of encouraging and befriending his students. They contain the mature Liszta ™s
suggestions for interpreting his own works and those of his friend Chopin and of many other
composers, offering invaluable advice from the most spectacular pianist of the 19th century. Pianists
interested in the history of performance practice and the Romantic era will learn from and take

delight in this volume.
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Customer Reviews

Grab this one! If you play classical piano and have an interest in Franz Liszt and his methodology
with the students at Weimar, this is the one! I'll add for the record that the diary notes of August
GAfJllerich which is the basis of this book also has the blessing of Lisztian authority and scholar Dr.
Alan Walker who commented, " ... as much a record of the life of Liszt's mind as of the life of his
fingers [...] an extraordinary bond of friendship and collegiality that existed between Liszt and his
pupils ... they were members of an extended family ... Liszt was not a mere piano teacher, but rather
a Guru who treated his acolytes like equals."So too, the quips of Liszt himself are recorded in
abundance and unlike the Amy Fay letters home tome when she herself was taught by Liszt [and
others] , GAYllerich names the student names who were on the ’hot seat’ including those times that

the "master" was not pleased. One learns quickly that Liszt references to the ‘conservatory’ or



'doing wash’ or those Liszt termed ’'uninvited guests’ [read: clinkers] made the rounds with some
frequency where the clear ‘'message’ for much more practice was quite evident! Or worse!Score
examples abound in the book while Liszt’s input on the various pieces is virtually on every page. So
too, just as Liszt could be lavish with his "Bravo!" praise, he could likewise pull no punches
whatsoever in his criticisms! Ohh yes! While it is quite true that Liszt never charged anything for
these group master-classes, which I'll add at once was a distinct privilege, well, it's also true that
this was the original, shall we say, 'many are called but few are chosen’ kind of thing so students
sent packing, urged or self-assessed therein, did happen! Frequently.
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